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that there was comparatively little slavery in India ;
for, as Hobhouse points out, slavery is of very
secondary importance in Hindoo society as com-
pared with caste.1 The Aryans were a conquering
white minority among the savage dark-skinned
population and the Sanskrit word for caste means
originally colour. It is, by the way, interesting to
remember that the first definite declaration of
religious toleration was made by the Buddhist King
Asoka in India about 244 B.C.2

In Babylon we find a very interesting code of laws
commonly called the Hammurabi Code. It is a digest
of law and custom declared about 2100 B.C.8 Under
this code very severe penalties are prescribed, though
penalties are often all the more severe on paper for not
being enforced in fact, and in this code there are many
saving clauses. There is a certain anxiety to make
the punishment fit the crime. If, for instance, a
man strikes the pregnant daughter of a free man
and thus causes her death his daughter shall be
slain. Again if a surgeon cures a man by an opera-
tion he obtains ten shekels of silver, but if the patient
dies his hands are cut off. If on the other hand he
operates on the slave and the slave dies then he need
only " render slave for slave." 4

The marriage and licensing laws left little to be
desired and might profitably be imitated by our-
selves after a period of four thousand years.
Priestesses are not allowed to drink wine, wine-

1 Op. cit., p. 301.

2 See Emperor Asoka.   By Vincent Smith.  Clarendon Press, 1901.
8 See The Oldest Laws in the World.   By Chilperic Edwards.   Watts

& Co.   London, 1906.
4 Op. cit.> p. 27.